





Chapter 



I'M 60 INC- 
TO USB THE 
SWORDS 
YOU MAKE 
TO PROTECT 
BYBRYBOVY 
IN THIS 
WHOLE CITY! 


I'M 

OONNA 

PROTECT 

UNCLE 

HANNIBAL 


ANP 

MR. 

BASIL. 


SO 

MAKE ME 
THE BEST 
SWORE? 
THERE 
EVER 
WAS... 


LUKE 

AINSWORTH/ 



















































Charlotte, a princess of the Empire, bears Evadne, another 
Demon Blade like Aria. Charlotte declares that she came 
to Housman to collect other Demon Blades. However, she 
and her three retainers wind up spending time at Cecily’s 
house, while the Mayor sends a message to the Empire to 
confirm whether she really is who she claims to be. * 


yojve 

GOTTA 

BE 

IKIPPIN6 
f ME// 


WHY 

THE HELL 
VO WE 
HAVE TO 
WEAR 
THIS 
FRILLY , 
CRAP?!) 


The message returned from the Empire declaresTCharlotte and her three 
companions to be traitors and demands for f them ter be turned over to Imperial 
forces for punishment. The Mayor suggests that the four girls seek asylum in 
the Militant Nation. Charlotte wavers, but after a battle-filled “consultation,” 
Cecily forcibly convinces her to escape, giving up any claim to Imperial blood. 




Decades ago, a great war raged across 
the continent. Called the “VaJbanill War” 
it saw the widespread use of powerful 
Demon Pacts. 

Forty-four years later, a young lady 
knight named Cecily Campbell meets 
a mysterious blacksmith named Luke 
Ainsworth, and asks him to forge 
for her a sword. 


JUST 

HAND 

DEMON 

SLADE/ 


PON'T 
THINK 
I LIKE 
YOU. 


HOLD THE 
WIND /N 
THESE 
HANDS... 


*One day, Cecily and Aria are attacked by 
three mysterious girls, all of whom wield 
Demon Blades. Unable to stand against 
them, Cecily almost loses Aria. However, 
Luke arrives with the girls’ mistress, Charlotte, 
just in time to rescue both Cecily and Aria. 




The (Sacred /% Blacksmith 


0 oy J} f$r $fi 














































































































































































I'M NOT 
EVEN 
HUMAN. 


I MEAN, 
I'M NOT 
HER. 


I'M 

JUST A 
VEMON... 



A 

POOR 

copy 

OF 

HER. 







PONT 
OET THE 
WRONO 
IPEA, 
ARIA/ 


A-ANP I'M 
ONLY WEARING 
THIS PRESS 


MY SENTENCE 
FORBIPS ME 
FROM WEARING 
MY UNIFORM. 






















your 

MOTHER'S 
COMMENT 
EARLIER 
REALLY HIT 
ITS MARK, 
DIDN'T IT? 


XT TOOK 

you 

COMPLETELY 

BY 

SURPRISE, 

TOO. 


SILLY 

MOM... 


' OH, N 
GOODNESS/ 
AND LOOK 
AT HOW 
SPRAWLED 
AND UNGAINLY 
you LOOK, 
STANDING 
THAT WAY 


MY MY 
PRACTICING 
SWORDPLAY 
AGAIN, 
CECILY? 


XT WOULD 
BE 5 O NICE 
IP YOU 
COULD ACT 
A LITTLE 
MORE 
LADY-LIKE 
SOMETIMES. 


; X 

,^-l/Wiu] I 4 | l} ] BE& 

■■UHM m | YOU ARE A 

ililliiliiBiy 1 \ KNk?HT - 

PRACTCE 

^ M CAN BECOME 

1 STRONGER.' 



• - : 

v \ / TODAY, AT m2 

/ « r 5 i I»r 1 f LEAST, V'OU \ 

/ D'BUT WHA?/ / CAN PUT ON \ "' 

/ MOTHER, / SOME PROPER W"; 

| I'M UNDER v / J CLOTHING AND L'- 

fe HOUSE - x /I GO OUT FOR A 

If \ ARREST/ STROLL, UKE A./' 

I CAN'T... A LADY , 




















































































































































































































































X 

mmev 

you ro 

INSPECT 

ARIA! 


A'ANYWAY! 
I STOPPEP 
BY 

BECAUSE 


r, UH... 
ER... 


yOU PRETTY 
HARP 
PURINO 
OUR LAST 
BATTLE, 
REMEMBER? 


WH-WUAT 

do you 

MEAN?/ I 
AM NOT 
MAKINO 
ANY 

EXCUSES/ 


















































































! —INDEPENDENT TRADE _CHY,J 

j 3RD DISTRICT PUBLIC OFFICES^ 


LET'S OET 
THIS 

POINTLESS 

MEETING 

UNPERWAY 

ALREAPY 


I WILL HAVE 
you KNOW 
MAKINO THIS 
LONO 
JOURNEY 
ISN'T EASY 
FOR A MAN 
MY AOE. 


ROUND TABLE MEETING- R00M- 


OENTLEMEN, 
^ , ., THANK you 

J J o VERY MUCH 

SB y==! Yk ? FOR COMINO 

U LJljiJ TOPAY 



























































































































yes. the 

THIEVES 
CLAIMED THE/ 
WERE OP 
IMPERIAL 
BLOOD AND 
ATTACKED 
THIS CITY, 
HUNTING FOR 
ANOTHER 
DEMON BLADE. 


THE CITY WAS 
KIND ENOUOH 
TO RECOVER 
OUR STOLEN 
PROPERTY 
BUT I HEAR 
THE THIEVES 
THEMSELVES 
ESCAPED. 




















































































































































































































Cecity Canvp6ett^f 



Let’s begin this 
volume’s Atelier Liza 
Branch Office! 
Has yours been 
chosen? 


Aichi, Oren 


Thank you for your 
gracious interest. 

Luke could learn a thing 
or two from all of you. 


- 5# 

o 1 I ! 

<D 

a* 

g -r-\ *■' P3 

I (p) H 

T ? 

S yC'v. 

O 7* 

Mfc'r ! 

(1 

/ X -t“ ft t: 

/-CrW* 

~Cr 





















































































































































































I JUST 
RECEIVE? 
A 

FLOWER... 


WAIT... 


WHAT 


FROM 

LUKE. 
































































































A ROUE? 

no, m 

DID NO 
SUCH 
THINS. 


















































































HM? 

BUT THOSE 
LEOENPS 
ARE FROM 
CENTURIES 
AGO. 


IN THE ENP, 

A WARRIOR 
SEALEP 
HIM AWAY 
UNPERNEATH 
BLAIR VOLCANO 
WITH A 
MAOICAL 
SWORP. 


THEY SAY HE 
FLATTENEP 
MOUNTAINS, 
SFtIT THE 
EARTH, ANP 
PRANK THE 
SEAS PRY. 
































ISTHf 

l 'SACR£P 

31AVZ." 


AW THE ONE 
WHO CAN 
EOROE THAT 
BLAPE 15 
CALLEP THE 
“BLACKSMITH/ 


AT LEAST, 

Tvwrs the 

NAME THAT 
MOST PEOPLE 
QIVE TO 
THE SWORP 
THAT KEEPS 
VALBANILL 
SEALEP. 


THE 

TECHNIQUES 
HAVE BEEN 
PASSEP 
PROM ONE 
BLACKSMITH 
TO ANOTHER 
ACROSS THE 
CENTURIES... 
POWN 
TO MB. 



BEINO SEALED 
AWAY HAS 
DONE NOTHING 
FOR VALBANILL'S 
TEMPER. HE 
DESPISES HUMANS 
SO MUCH, IT IS 
SAID HIS HATE IS 
WHAT MAKES 
DEMON PACTS 
POSSIBLE. 


HIS HATRED 
SPAWNED THAT 
WHICH CAUSED 
THE WORST WAR IN 
THE CONTINENT'S 
HISTORY. VALBANILL 
IS THE WORST 
EVIL THIS WORLD 
HAS KNOWN... 





















AW THE 
StAl 
H0LPIN6 
HIM BACK 
WILL BOOK 
BREAK. 





























































































THIS IS 
SOMETHING 
WE SHOULP 
HAVE 

COMPLETEP 

AGES 

AGO! 


X STILL 
SAY THE 
BLACKSMITH 
OUQHT TO 
PUBLICIZE 
HIS FORGING 
TECHNIQUES 
FOR THE 
ENTIRE 
CONTINENT 
TO KNOW// 



THAT IS THE 
DIRECTIVE I 
HAVE INHERITED 
FROM My 
PREDECESSORS, 
AND I INTEND 
TO UPHOLD IT. 

X WILL NOT 
COMPROMISE 
ON THAT POINT. 




















































HAVE YOU 
HEARD OF 
ATELIER 
TATARA, 
AT THE 


■- h^s. fS 

PUICINGA 
FLOWER 
w* ON THE, < 
NEIGHBORING 
GRAVE, \ 
*?%S \\V 
^ WELL...?X: 


I# 1 . 


MY FATHER .31 
WAS A 

KATANA SMITH/: 
HE WOULD, .. :.v 
r-4 lOO THERE'4 ' 
REGULARLY . 

- TO BUY -4^ 
4 JEWEL-STEEL. ■ : 


















































LOOKS... 

PRETTY 

600V? 


THE 

CURVE IS 
BALANCED 
WELL, 
MAKING IT 
EASY TO 
SWINO. 


THE 

EDOE IS 
TERRIBLE, 
AND ITS 
BADLY 
SHARPENED, 
















IT'S A 
USELESS 
METAL 
STICK. 


TRY 

SWINOINO 
THAT 
AROUNP, 
ANP YOU 
WILL 

ONLY OET 
YOURSELF 
HURT. 


SAY 

WHATEVER 
YOU WANT, 
ITS TOO 
LATE. THIS 
SWORP 
IS MINE, 
NOW/ 


A 

■ ■ 

HEY, LUKE? 

PIP YOU 
KNOW 
THERE'S A 
CAVE IN 

THE WOOPS 
NEAR 

HERE? 


no... rjm 

Mm 

i'm y\ A$Mk 

BORER y ' 

VO YOU \s *•' JZRS&g 

WANT TO v ‘ , Mm 

GO SEE 

WHAT'S 

INrr? 

/ ITS THE V 

/ FIRST KATANA TV 

you've ever V 
i FORMER, L/V 

RIOHT? 

I'LL TAKE 

\ 600V CA RE |V | 

\ OF IT/ 

\ 









WE WERE 
JUST 
INNOCENT, 
BORED KIDS, 
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING 
TO DO. 


.weIwentJ 
L DEEPER i 
IfcNPXl 
■deeper! 

IlNSIDE.^I. 


IWElEINAU-yJ 
[REACHED/AI 
1PE4PJENPJ 
■ ITsWAS^i 
PSTRAN^E* 

Hu^ckjwalI 

llWITHiREPS 

ISTREAKS.lfl 


WHAT 

ONI 

EARTH 


WRAPPED. 

IN .CHAINS.V 

SIT WAS A 

%MLUOFjj& 

tflesh.-?^ 


1 TITWAS . 

*, DAMR»AND*S 

a '*' EXPANDED AND) 
, I v $ ^CONTRACTED/ 
v V ("'ALMOST AS 
M ' > IF IT WERE/. 
£ 'K ? BREATWIN6&. 

^ 


‘rW/JS/JN PACT, 
^BREATH I NO. JW 

■ WEiTHOUOHT. -T 

/-IT SOME?y. 
j ■' UNKNOWN 
v ik MONSTER,?/?* 5 
BOUND BY 
^INNUMERABLE- - 
CHAINS. — 





we- 

PIPN'T 
. KNOW... 

. S i S : s 


VTHAT IT 
• WAS AN 

pepoe om 

VAkBAMLL 


| THE WALLf| 

^whisperer - J 

AW 

:~ shufplep,,^ 
^MAmGA ■ 

• NOISE LIKE 
HUM/\N VOICES 

^ AT 4 "5* 

^PIST/JNCE. 


ALL OF 
A SUPPEN, 
THOSE 
„ WORPS 
Y M4PE 
SENSE 
TOME. 


j THEy 
FOUNPEP 

their my 

INTO MY 
HE4P WITHg 
THE FORCE* 
OF PHYSICAL 
BLOWS. 


CURIOUS 

AW 

ENTIRELy 

ICNOFWNT, 

we 

APPROACHES 












KIUL£P 

USA, 

TOO!!! 




mWM 


X r^lN,; I 

LIKE A 

fCOWARV! 


mwMWk. 

plMiiSiv 

ONE TO KV 
5URN/IVE F- 

. ... I *«'' 

s I '*.* 


'**M'*\ 


> M W e 


m 

Atom 




















































WHAT?! 



VALBANILL 
IS THE 
SOURCE 
OF SPIRIT 
ESSENCE 


RSSTR Oi HIM, 
ANR SPIRIT 
ESSENCE WILL 
VANISH 
PROM THE 
ENTIRE 
CONTINENT. 


THE 

FOREST THAT 
SURROUNDS 
THE CITY... 

IT IS WHAT 
DIVIDES THE 
OREEN LAND 
FROM THE 
CRAY SKY 


THAT FOREST 
IS STEBPZP IN 
SPIRIT ESSENCE. 
THROUGH THAT 
POWER, IT KEEPS 
THE ASH FROM 
THE VOLCANO 
TRAPPED HIOH 
IN THE SKY, 
PURIFYINO THE 
AIR WE BREATHE 
DOWN HERE. 


WITHOUT 
SPIRIT 
ESSENCE, 
THAT 
ASH WILL 
FALL. 













































IISA 

ALWAYS 
WANTEV 
TO BE A 
KNIGHT. 


5HE TOLD 
ME SWE 
WOULD W\ELV 
THE COMMON 
BLAVES I 
MADE TO 
PROTECT 
THE ENTIRE 
CITY... 


WAIT... 


THAT’S 

WHY... 


THAT 

HURT. 















WHY? 


WHY POES 
MY CHEST 
FEEL THIS 
TIGHT? 





WHY VO 
I FEEL 
THIS 
WAY? 


IT HURTS 
SO BADLY, 
ICOUUP 
CRY... 


BUT NO 
TEARS 
WILL COME 
OUT. 


'f-.i 











































































Luke Ainsworth 


Tokyo, Yosuke 



Wo+^lS!'!'. 

5k£&?<o 

,w< 


ST$* 8 

|,| ») # 15 

*k/ -t 


Aichi, Excalibur 


■'flfii K£ 4 fc$ 

' *& r *it ">*,'£ L 5 i ^ U & Vti* A,*** Y 

**' S t x,S «,TTJH !! (♦»*? 


Uf»3 SuT'l 
ifrtrujMteig 
'*L«pfU 


& 5 n*V-v 


Aichi, the Demon Blade Smith 


Ibaraki, Matsuri Tachibana 

Taking exams is like forging a blade. 
You use all of the knowledge and 
techniques you have gained to 
display your greatest level of skill. 


Gifu, Daiki Maruyama 




























HOW 


IONO 


PIP YOU 


INTfcNP 


TO KEEP 


WAITING?/ 



















































■v- (Part 3) 






































































































































































































OF ALL THE 
PEOPLE WHO 
QUALIFY AS A 
"BLACKSMITH," 
WE PAY SPECIAL 
ATTENTION TO 
YOU BECAUSE 
OF YOUR ABILITY 
TO PROPUCE 
PEMON KATANA. 



































































HOW 

WOULD 

you 

KNOW HER 
DEATH 
PHRASE? 


HE ISN'T 
WR0NS... 


VALBANILL 
WHISPERED 
IT TO ME. 




THE SPIRIT ' 
ESSENCE: HE 
EXUDES’HAS 
SEEPED.'ACROSS 
.. THE ENTIRE ’ 
.V .CONTINENT, " 
rSOAKINO INTO 
EVER/THINO 
AND BVBK/ONB. 

IT IS WHAT 
.. CARVES A 
DEATH PHRASE J 
ON'^PERSON'S ; 
iS»IHEART ; aisii 


, I&.&IILUA'^ 
PART, OFjHIMf* 
■VALBANILL ; 
: KNOWS .THE 
DEATti'PHRASE 
|pVRITTEN v ON$| 
PTHE HEARTSll 
\ OF ALL 1 * 

. \ humans.^K 



































































SOMETHING 
IS WRONG. 
NONE 
OF THIS 
FITS... 


TAKING CARE 
OF LUKE IS 
PRACTICALLY 
A HOBBY 
OF HERS, 
NOT A JOB. 


ALWAYS 
' , TRUSTS 
IN. HIM, 
NO MATTER 
WHAT. 
















































IF I PON T, 


HIS HEART 


WILL BB 


PAMAGFP 


eeyoNv 


kBPAIR! 


OAKWOOV 
COUIV HAVE 

been forcep 

INTO CREATING- 
A PEMON FACT/ 













































"YOU 

REALLY 

WORK 

HARP, 

USA. 

THAT'S 

GREAT!" 


"YOU 
MUST 
LOOK 
UP TO 
LUKE 
A LOT." 


"LUKE IS 
AMAZING!“ 


"ITS ALMOST 
UKE LISA IS THE 
ONLY REASON 
'ATEUERUZA' 


"SHESA/P 
SHE WOUUP 
USE THE 


"MY PAP, 
HER 
FOSTER 
PAP 

HANNIBAL 


"WHA?! 
NO, NO! 
I PON'T 
POTHAT 
MUCH!" 


"I JUST 
WANT TO 
PO WHAT 
I CAN TO 
SUPPORT 
LUKE." 


"I WANT 
TO 

PROTECT 

HIM." 


TWANT 
HER / 
TO BE 
S^FE." 


"IF IT 

GUARANTEES 

HER 

SAFETY..." 


"I WANT 


TWILL 

ENPURE 

ANYTHING. 













































































































\\ 

^,1 WOULO 
HAVE PONE 
'EVERVTHINO 
\ IN MY 
POWER TO 
PROTECT 
you, TOO. 
/■ 


’7 

WANT 


"if rr ! 

GUARANTEES 
HER SAFETY, 
I WILL 
ENPURE 
ANYTHING." k 












































































THAT IS, 
WITHOUT 
A 

DOUBT... 


THAT'S 
NOTHING 
BUT A 
FANTASY 
YOU 

INVENTED// 


X KNOW 
IT 15 THE 
TRUTH. 


DETERMINATION 
TO PROTECT 
HIM, EVEN 
AFTER HER 
DEATH... 


USA 

OAKMOOP... 
IN YOUR 
PLACE, 

I WILL 
TELL HIM. 





























BUT ISN'T 
THAT... 
WHAT IT 
MEANS 
TO LOVE 
SOMEONE? 




























































PON'T 
SULLY LISA 

oakwoop's 
PEATH 
LIKE THAT/ 


PONT 
LET yOUR 
WILL¬ 
POWER 
STAY 

BOUNP UP 
IN ITS 
SHEATH/ 


1M T| 


I'LL TELL 

you, 

RIGHT NOW, 
IN PL4IN 
WORP5, 
YOU ARE 
NOT! 


you 

THINK 
you ARE 

"PRO¬ 

TECTING" 

HER?/ 


you 

CANNOT 
LET THAT 
SLANPER 
STANP/ 


YOU THINK 
BY PUTTING 
UP WITH 
WHATEVER 
INSULTS 
THESE MEN 
HE AP UPON 
you THAT 
you ARE 
"KEEPING 
HER 
SAFE"?/ 




























1 



PRAW 

IT/ 


WIEtP 

IT/ 


ANP 

FIGHT 

WITH 

IT// 


n 

I 


WATCH 

yOUR 

MOUTH, 

OIRL/ 


YOU 

OENTLEMEN 
CAN sit 
HERE ANP 
NATTER ON 
ABOUT YOUR 

pounce, 

SCHEMES, 


WE Witt 
SWEAR 
TO YOU 
RIOHT 
NOW... 

























NOR THE 
MILITANT 
NATION, 
NOR THE 
CROWD 
POWERS... 


NOR I 
EVEN THE 
INPEPENPENT 
TRAPE 

err// 















it wiuu ee 

MYHANP 
wieupiN# 
LUKE'S 
KATANA 
THAT WIUU 
P&STROY 
VAUE5ANIUU// 




































Lisa Oakwood^f 




Chiba, Shuya Himesora 

Wow, everybody’s so good! 
I hope I can be as good as 
you all when I grow up! 






















































































































































LET ME 
BORROW 
THIS A 
MOMENT. 


WAIT. 
THAT 15 
OUR 
KATANA. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































f / IF EVEN 

/ 7 ONE 

/PERSON 
/ REACHES 
/ / OUT TO 

^ / TAKE OUR 

_— / HANP... 

Mj) A ' 









































Chapter 



iHonc^cr 


- (Part 1) 

































PROTECTION, 
IT IS ALWAYS 
WISE TO CARRY 
A BLOOM OF 
JEWEL STEEL 


TOO MUCH 
SPIRIT ESSENCE 
CAN CAUSE 
HALLUCINATIONS, 
VOMITING, 
ANQ EVEN 
BLACKOUTS 
IN HUMANS. 










































































I'M A PEMON. 
I WAS BORN 
THROUGH ON £ 
HUMAN'S 
ULTIMATE 
SACRIFICE. 


SO IPAIP REALLY, 
REALLY CLOSE 
ATTENTION TO 
WHATEVER HE PIP, 
TO MAZE SURE I 
WAS PO/NG IT 
RIGHT ANP SO I 
COULP STAY WITH 
HIM JUST THAT 
MUCH LONGER. 


FORA WHILE, 
I THOUGHT 
LUKE MIGHT 
THROW ME 
AWAY AT ANY 
MINUTE... 











































































































































Em 

























































































YOU WILL 
NOT 
ESCAPE 
THAT 
EASILY/ . 










































































































HOW FAR 
ROES THIS 
THING 
PLAN TO 
RUN?! 




ANP'HOW : 
AM I TO' 
STOP IT?! 


-mm 


IT'S , 
.«RUNNING f 
C, DIRECTLY / \ 
...INTO 

CENPRILLON 

FOREST/ 


INYRAT 


ICAN / 

% USE THE 
" GIANT/- 
GORGE AT ' 
J THE BASE 
m OF THE 
x VOLCANO! 


aria , 

MORE 

WIMP/ 













































WITH A BLAST 
OF WIND TO 
SENU IT OVER 
THE CUFF'S 
BOGS, I CAN 
LET THB FALL 
KILL ITU 

















































































AWA! 


























































































































































































































































































































































THESE 
OOROES 
WERE 
OOUOEP 
OUT BY THE 
CLAWS OP 
VALBANILL 
ITSELF. 


AT LEAST, 
THAT'S WHAT 
LUKE SAIP IS 
WRITTEN IN 
THE JOURNALS 
LEFT BY 
THE FIRST 
AAAYOR. 


pllEpIllLj 

IWASlTHEj 

PMOSW 

pERRIBLEi 

flNHUMANl 

rnfAmo?! 

IHISTORYi 


IT FLATTENED 
MOUNTAINS, 
PRANK UP SEAS, 
ANP SPOUTEP 
THE POISONOUS 
MIST KNOWN 
AS "SPIRIT • 
ESSENCE." ; 


.1 i 

^WERE MAPE 
PIRECTLY.BY HIM, 

I WHICH IS WHY f 
fe*THIS AREA IS 
. PARTICULARLY M 
; PENSE IN SPIRIT <V 
■ ESSENCE. | c; 















































































I 



THAT VE> 

WHAT I MEANT 
WHEN I 
SWORE THAT 
I WOULP SAVE 
EVERYTHING 
WITHIN MY 
REACH/ 


%:6eicontinue(f., 





















The (Sacred fib Blacksmith 



t-Tokyo, Hijiri Kawamoto t Aichi, Hitoshi 


These are so amazing! 
I wonder if I could 
ever draw this well...? 






















Hi, everyone, I’m Lisa! It’s been a while. 

When the Valbanill Meetings were opened and all of the important 
people from the various nations showed up, it gives you an idea of 
just how big Cecily’s world is, doesn’t it? To shed a little more light 
on that meeting, in this Corner, I’m going to tell you all about the 
world of The Sacred Blacksmith! 


Forty-four years after the Valbanill War— 

This volume delved into Luke’s past. I also got to under¬ 
stand a little of what he’s feeling, which is a big relief to me! 

Now, the big meeting Luke was summoned to was one of the 
"Valbanill Meetings," where all the most powerful people of 
the continent get together. Way back during the Valbanill 
Wars, every nation was so desperate for victory, they forced 
not just their soldiers, but even peasants they dragged off the 
streets to make Demon Pacts. Battles were fought more by 
demons than by people. And since demons didn’t wear any 
identifying banners or tabards, nobody knew which one was 
fighting for which nation, so it was all one big bloody brawl 
that destroyed towns and villages everywhere. 


The current p 
on the continent is 
because of a really 
precarious political 
balance. How are 
Luke and Miss Cecily 
going to get involved 
in it? What will their 
involvement do? 

Turn the page for an 
introduction to the 
various nations! 



After the war, Demon Pacts were 
outlawed, and everybody concentrated 
more on rebuilding than anything else. 
But the real root cause of that war 
was the inhuman Valbanill—and the 
seal keeping him in check was begin¬ 
ning to break! The day would come 
soon when the seal would vanish 
completely, so the three major nations 
and one independent trade city got 
together and formed what is now 
called the “Valbanill Meetings” to 
plan what to do about it. Though from 
what it looks like now, each nation is 
spending more time figuring out how 
they’re going to get their hands on the 
Sacred Blade than anything else. 

But before 
we dig any 
deeper into 
that, what 
are the three 
major nations? 
And what kind 
of place is the 
“Independent” 
Trade City? 
Let’s take a 
look! 



The Precarious Political Balance 















Blair Volcano 


Independent 
Trade City 
HOUSMAN 




That’s ^ 
where © 

I work! S' 
It’s on jl 
the edges' 
of the £L 
7th j 
District, ■ 
near the j 
Cen- • 
drillon : 
Forest. • 


The city’s grave- q 
yard is in the 6th o 
district. Jack § 
Strader and Lisa © 
Oakwood were 3 
laid to rest there. £ 
.3 

CD 


Each 

district has 
its own 
municipal 
buildings, 
but the 
Mayor has 
his public 
offices in 
the 3rd 
District, in 
the middle 
of the city. 


The Market is a 
festival that 
happens once 
every three 
months. Each 
district— 
except the 7th, 
which is only 
farmland—gets 
to host it in turn. 
The biggest 
attraction is 
always the 
Auction! Even 
Aria was put on 
sale there once. 


about the Independent 
Trade City of Housman, 
where we live. It’s the only 
independent city-state 
on the whole continent! 

The first Housman founded 
it and, to keep it out of 
the pointless wars, 
declared it a trading 
center, independent 
" all nations. Today, 
it’s peaceful and 
more prosperous 
than ever! 



Don’t forget, continental 
law forbids spreading 
this kind of map around, 
so don’t show it to 
anybody else, okay? 

First, we find out the seal 
on Valbanill is weakening. 
Next, there’s the Empire’s 
Siegfried and what he’s 
up to... so many myster¬ 
ies! I can hardly wait to 
read what happens next! 


That’s the official name for what ^ 
everybody calls the Cendrillon o 

Forest, which is sandwiched w 

between the city and Blair Volcano. =j 
The air there is always full of ash 3 
from the volcano, but because gi 

of all the spirit essence, the forest jg 
survives without being smothered. ». 

I’m a demon, so I can go in there “ 
just fine, but regular people like Luke : 
and Miss Cecily can’t breathe the : 
air in it for too long without getting • 
“essence-drunk.” Also, the high level : 

of spirit essence in the forest keeps : 
all the ash from the volcano inside ■ 
and above it, preventing it from : 
spreading over the city. 



No one knows exactly how many 
people died during the Valbanill 
War, but it was surely an astro¬ 
nomical number. At the end of the 
war, the territories of the Empire, 
the Militant Nation, the Crowd 
Powers and the Independent 
Trade City were set as you see 
them on the map to the left. 

While the general areas of each 
nation are known, continental 
law forbids exact figures like size, 
population and town locations 
from being disclosed. This law, 
along with many others, was 
created by the Continental Legal 
Council, which was formed at the 
end of the War. Only a few of the 
most powerful people on the 
entire continent are allowed to 
know the full scope of the land. 


A nation ruled by the Emperor 
and his bloodline, each of 
whom has the initial “E” 
as a sign of their rank. 


SIEGFRIED 

Captain, Imperia 

' 1 

Knights 

n 

pyi 


As its name suggests, 
it is a militant nation 
where all children, boy 
or girl, begin military 
service at age 10. 



Also strongly influencing 
the continent after the 
War were the secret 
documents left behind 
by the first Housman. 

He was the one who 
invented Prayer Pacts, a 
way to use spirit essence 
without the terrible 
results of Demon Pacts. 
His papers also divulged 
the existence of Valbanill 
and the Sacred Blade. 
Learning of that, the 
three major nations, 
along with the Indepen¬ 
dent Trade City, created 
regular meetings on the 
subject, called the 
“Valbanill Meetings.” 



Several towns banded 
together to form the City. 

Each town is labeled as one 
of seven "districts." Each 
district has its own residential, | 
market, 


Not a single entity, the 
Crowd Powers is a collec-1 
tion of small, independent | 
states. They still skirmish r 
with each other for power. I 
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